Once the national government decided to adopt the strategy of "trading space for
time," millions of Japanese troops were tied down within the Chinese theater of
operations. Devoured by the huge expanse of land, Japan then started losing its
advantage the tide began to turn.

At the end of March of 1938, the national forces won their first major victory at Taier Chuang. In September of 1939, the Japanese amassed around 120,000 troops to
assault Changsha, but met with strong resistance from elite forces of the National Army
led by General Hsueh Yueh. Japan was seriously defeated in this battle, with
casualties of 40,000 soldiers. In September of 1941, Japanese forces again assaulted
Changsha, where they were ambushed by Chinese troops, suffering serious casualties.
At the end of December, Japan again attempted to attack Changsha, sending in 70,000
troops from eight directions. They were met by fierce resistance; three times they
advanced, and three times Chinese forces counterattacked and pushed the Japanese
back. This victory substantially elevated the morale of the army and the confidence of
civilians all over the country. These three victories also brought about major changes
in the Sino-Japanese confrontation.

In December of 1941, Japan launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in the
United States, which pushed the United States to declare war against Japan. The
United States thus became allied with China in the war with Japan, and offered
additional assistance to China. The victory in Changsha and the entry of the United
States into the war marked the turning point against Japan. With the United States
volunteer air force stationed in Kunming, China was able to gradually gain control of
the air over its territory. China was no longer an isolated force defying Japan in Asia.
The war went well from that point on, leading to the final victory over the Japanese.

