The Overseas Chinese Community: Mother of the Chinese Revolution (1)
Dr. Sun once said, "The overseas Chinese are the mother of the revolution." He meant that the overseas Chinese were the moving force behind the Chinese revolution. What did the overseas Chinese actually contribute to the Chinese revolution? Generally speaking; many of the revolutionaries were overseas Chinese who personally participated in revolutionary uprising's. They also raised funds for expenses and took care of the food, clothing and living expenses of their revolutionary compatriots in exile. They supported the revolutionary journals and continued their publication overseas.  Families of revolutionaries who had suffered misfortune were also aided by the overseas Chinese community.
In 1894, a fund raising campaign for revolutionary expenses was organized by the Revive China Society which had been set up by Dr. Sun in Honolulu. In response to this, an overseas Chinese named Teng Yin-nan sold all of his property and accompanied Dr. Sun back to China to participate in the revolution. Dr. Sun's older brother. Sun Te-chang, sold the livestock on his farm and gave the money to Dr. Sun for the revolution's military expenses.
The overseas Chinese people's fervent support of the revolution in China was the most moving during the Canton uprising on April 27, 1911. Prior to this uprising in Canton, Dr. Sun had already led nine uprisings that had failed. At that time, many Chinese people were feeling irresolute and discouraged about the revolution. There were also numerous disputes among members of The United League. The Chinese revolution was then at its darkest point.
In November of 1910, however. Dr. Sun called a meeting of revolutionary compatriots in Penang, Malaysia. At that meeting; it was decided to undertake yet another large-scale revolutionary uprising. The participation of overseas Chinese in the revolution, as well as the large financial contribution from the overseas Chinese community, uplifted revolutionary morale considerably. It also turned the April 27th enterprise into the uprising with the largest number of martyrs of the revolution. More than one-third of the seventy-two martyred revolutionaries were overseas Chinese.
Eighty percent of the expenses for Dr. Sun's ten previous revolutionary uprisings had been provided by overseas Chinese supporters. The entire cost of the uprising in Canton was borne by the overseas Chinese community. Thus, the claim that "the overseas Chinese community was the mother of the revolution" is no exaggeration.
