In 1903, the Ta-t’ung Publishing House issued a pamphlet titled, “The Revolutionary Army.” This pamphlet, which advocated revolution, had the widest circulation and the deepest, most far-reaching influence of all the prosely tizing literature in the history of the Chinese revolution.

The author of “The Revolutionary Army” was Tsou Jung, whose style name was Wei-tan. He was a native of the Pa district of Szechwan province. Tsou Jung was a bright child and by the age of ten, he was a talented essayist. His neighbors nicknamed him “the child prodigy.” When he was seventeen, he went to study in Japan. Witnessing the strength of the Japanese nation in comparison to the weakness of China disturbed him greatly. At overseas Chinese student meetings, he invariable vied to be first on the list of speakers. His speeches were passionately heroic and affected people deeply.

Tsou Jung later went to Shanghai and entered the Patriotic Learning Society’s National Teacher’s College, which had been established by Chang T’ai-yen. He frequently wrote articles for the Kiangsu Tribune, which was a famous newspaper with a wide circulation. When Tsou Jung was a member of the Patriotic Learning Society, revolution was the only way to prevent the destruction of the nation; he also held the view that to carry out the revolution, the people of China must first be awakened. This was his reason for writing his 20,000-word treatise, “The Revolutionary Army,” which did not devote one word to military affairs, but instead discussed the reasons for overthrowing the Ch’ing government and the justifications for revolution.

After “The Revolutionary Army” was published, Chang T’ai-yen wrote an article in the Kiangsu Tribune sounding the clarion call for revolution. This infuriated the Ch’ing court and it demanded that the foreign bureau in the Shanghai Foreign Concession imprison him. When the news reached Tsou Jung, out of respect for Chang T’ai-yen as his teacher, he voluntarily turned himself in and cared for Chang T’ai-yen in prison. Chang T’ai-yen was subsequently released, but Tsou Jung became ill and died in prison.

Chang T’ai-yen and Tsou Jung had had the opportunity to flee, but they chose not to because they knew that blood must be shed in a revolution. They were willing to sacrifice their lives to attract the attention of compatriots all over the country.

