Thie Wuchang Uprising

At 8 o'clock on the evening' of October 10, 1911, revolutionaries in the Hunan and Hupei area led an uprising at Wuchang. After a fierce battle, all the military and civil authorities in Wuchang fled. By the following afternoon, the entire city of Wuchang had been taken. The revolutionaries had finally won a victory and the Republic of China was about to be born.

While Dr. Sun had been directing the uprisings in Kwangtung, Kwangshi and Yunan, revolutionaries in Hupei and Hunan were also actively preparing to revolt. At that time, the revolutionary groups in the provinces of Hupei and Hunan consisted of the Literary Society and the Common Advancement League. These two organizations were completely unassociated. After the April 27th uprising in Canton failed, a member of the United League named T'an Ren-feng- went to Wuhang to propose a coalition between the Common Advancement League and the Literary Society so that they could rise up in revolt together.

In August, they held a collective meeting and decided to name the chairman of
the Literary Society, Chiang I-wu, temporary commander-in-chief of the revolutionary militia. Sun Wu, from the Common Advancement League, was appointed advising director. Undercover, they proceeded with the necessary preparations. 

On September 24th, Sun Wu called the revolutionaries together and set October 6th as the date for the uprising. October 6th was the 15th day of the eighth lunar month, the date of the Mid-Autumn Festival. Ever since Chu Yuan-chang had led the overthrow of the Yuan dynasty, the phrase, "Kill the Tartars on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month!" had been a saying familiar to the Chinese people. Therefore, the revolutionaries' choice of this night held special significance. Unfortunately, rumors that there would be an uprising on October 6th came to the attention of the Ch'ing authorities, who immediately took special precaution. In view of this , the revolutionaries had no recourse but to postpone the date of the uprising to the evening of October 9th. Unexpectedly, on the morning of October 9th, a revolutionary, who was making a bomb in Sun Wu's home, accidentally caused an explosion. The police arrived and confiscated secret documents, as well as name lists of the revolutionaries. When they realized that the name lists had been taken, the revolutionaries sat waiting for the end, but then decided that to fail to act would be a mistake. They resolved to stage their uprising on the evening of October 10th no matter what happened. The October 10th uprising succeeded in a single stroke. This day was later designated as the birthday of the Republic of China. It is also know n as the Double Tenth Festival. 
