The Seventy-two Martyrs at Huang-hua-kang

On the 29th day of the third lunar month (April 27th on the solar calendar)of 1911, dr. Sun led revolutionaries in a tenth uprising staged at Canton.  The revolt was much larger in scale than any of the previous nine had been.  The majority of those who participated in this particular uprising were young people.  Even though this revolutionary action also failed due to communication leaks, it erupted into a dramatic display self-sacrifice which shocked the world.  It also jolted hundreds of thousands of Chinese people into action and within six months the Wuchang uprising was carried off successfully and the Ch’ing government was finally overthrown.

Preparations and plans for the April 27th uprising took a long time.  This uprising also differed from those that had preceded it in that, whereas previously all of the branches of the league maintained contact with the league and revoluted in unison, this time the revolutionaries were the primary moving force, totally committed to hazarding dangerous risks.  As a result, Dr. Sun chose five hundred capable men from the United League membership.  These men exhibited intelligence and courage, as well as the determination to fight to the death.  They were to act as the “vanguard,” and carry weapons.  They would revolt first in Canton.  The Ch’ing New Army would then rise up in response.

Huang Hsing and Chao Sheng took responsibility for the Canton uprising.  At that time, the plan was that immediately after the uprising was launched, Huang Hsing was to lead an armed unit of men to attack Hunan province and then move on to Hupei province, where they would take the cities of Wuchang and Hankow.  Athe the same time, Chao Sheng was to lead another armed force in an attack on Kiangsi province to seize the city of Nanking.

Not long thereafter, a revolutionary named Wen Sheng-ts’ assassinated General Fu Ch’I, which caused the Ch’ing army to tighten its fortifications in and around Canton even more rigorously. Ch’ing troops conducted house-to-house searches.  Some people said that the date set for the uprising had been changed, while others maintained that it would proceed on schedule.  Speculation was rampant, but in the end, Huang Hsing decided to follow the timetable that had already been agreed upon.  At5:30 pm on the afternoon of the 29th day of the third lunar month, he launched the uprising.

Huang Hsing led more than a hundred men.  In Canton they struck fiercely, destroying the governor-general’s quarters and setting houses on fire.  The Ch’ing civil and military officials were terrified.  The revolutionaries, however, also suffered heavy casualties.  These martyrs were later buried at a place called Huang-hua-kang and were hence forth known as “The Seventy-two Martyrs of Huang-hua-kang.”  Because the martyrs were all young people, after the Republic of China was established, this day was designated Youth Day.

