After the September 18th Incident, anti-Japanese sentiment surged all over China
Chinese and Japanese troops faced off against one another. The government realized
that war against Japan was inevitable, and strove to build the nation and enhance

nation's defenses.

But the Chinese Communists, meanwhile, continued to expand their forces and
impede the government's resistance-war policies. Realizing that domestic troubles
must be tackled before resisting foreign aggression, Chairman Chiang decided to
suppress the Communists first, with a strategy that would be "70 percent politics and 30
percent military."

During the crackdown on the communists, a few ambitious military leaders and
politicians attempted to split up and partition the country. Fortunately, their schemes
were immediately put down. The Communists were finally driven to northern Shanhsi
Province, and national reconciliation was in sight. But then, in 1936, to everyone's
surprise and disappointment, the Sian Incident occurred.

In 1934, Communist forces fled to northern Shanhsi Province after the fifth
suppression campaign by the National Army. Afterwards, the Communists resorted to
a propaganda war and called for the formation of a "National United Front Against
Japanese Aggression" so as to stop the National Army's military actions against them.
After weighing the situation in northeastern China, the national government entrusted
Chairman Chiang Kai-shek, Vice-Commander Chang Hsueh-liang, and Commander
Yang Hu-cheng of the 17th Route Army with the mission of wiping out the communist
bandits.

But Chang Hsueh-liang had a false perception of the communists, and many
officers in his command were also confused or taken in by the deceitful communists.
So on December 12, 1936, Chang and Yang kidnapped Chairman Chiang to Sian.
There they put him under house arrest and demanded that he stop military actions
against the communists, reshuffle the government, and declare war against Japan.
Chairman Chiang sternly refused these demands.

News of the incident caused a great outcry nationwide and the international
community, as Chairman Chiang was widely regarded as the only person who could
lead the anti-Japanese war. Because of Chairman Chiang's inspiration, as well as
strong international condemnation, Chang finally escorted Chairman Chiang back to
Nanking on December 25. But military actions against the communist bandits had
been disrupted, and the communists were allowed a breathing spell, which paved the
way for their all-out rebellion following victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan.

