Warlords and foreign powers were the major enemies of national revolution, and
most warlords in fact attached themselves to big foreign powers to extend their
influence. For example, the Wan and Feng factions were pro-Japanese, and the Chih
faction was inclined toward the British and Americans. The warlords acted as the
collaborator of the foreign powers, and the Chinese people were not allowed to pass a
single day in tranquility.
China's unification was the last thing the foreign powers wanted to see, and they
tried every possible way to obstruct it. Japan was especially fierce in this regard. In
1926, the Northern Expedition against the warlords was launched under the slogan
"Defeat Wu Pei-fu, keep in contact with Sun Chuan-fang, and ignore Chang Tso-lin,"
and foreign powers reacted strongly.

In 1927, the Expedition advanced to Shantung Province. Japan sent out its troops
to give secret support to warlord Chang Tsung-chang, hoping to interrupt the
Expedition. In April of the following year, the national forces finally took Chinan.
Meanwhile, Japan again sent out its troops to attack the expeditionary force in the name
of protecting Japanese resident in China. On May 3rd, Japan started firing on the force
as well as the civilians in Chinan, killing negotiator Tsai Kung-shih and insulting foreign
minister Huang Fu and other high-ranking officers.

The national government, knowing the scheme that the Japanese had in mind, was
trying to play down the whole event to avoid further complications. The
Expeditionary force retreated from Chinan and took a detour to continue northward,
leaving very few troops in town. However, as negotiations with Japan still continued,
the Japanese then accused the nationalist troops of challenging them deliberately and
started to attack Chinan with artillery. Chinan, under heavy fire, fell into the hands of
the Japanese. In March 1929, Japan withdrew from Chinan after a pact was signed.
The casualties in this event amounted to around five thousand people, while the damage
to property was estimated at twenty-six million dollars. The whole event came to be
called the "May 3rd Incident".

