After the victory in the Sino-Japanese war, China passed from the stage of
"tutelary" government into the stage of constitutional government. On November 27,

1946. the draft of the Constitution as passed by the Political Consultative Conference
was submitted to the National Assembly for approval. Implementing rules were
decided on December 24, and the Constitution and was passed on December 25. As
passed, the Constitution consisted of fourteen chapters and 175 articles; the contents
were very similar to the original draft. The Assembly decided to have the Constitution
announced to the public on January 1, 1947; it formally went into effect on December 25,1947. formally taking the ROC into the era of constitutional government.

On March 31, 1947, the government also announced various regulations and laws

that were related to the implementing of the Constitution. In June an office was
established to run elections for the National Assembly and Legislative Yuan. From
March 29 to May 1, 1948, the first National Assembly was convened in Nanking. On
April 19, the National Assembly elected Mr. Chiang Kai-shek as the first President of
the ROC, with a landslide of 2, 430 votes. On May 20, President Chiang was sworn in
by the National Assembly Chairman Mr. Wu Ching-heng in the National Assembly Hall in Nanking. On May 24, Mr. Wung Wen-hao was nominated as premier by President
Chiang. China thus began the stage of constitutional government.

Following the guideline of the Constitution, the Republic of China was on the way
to political freedom as well as economic equality and prosperity. However, this dream
was shattered by the Communists, who later brought the whole country under their
control. China then again faced partition and disintegration.

