The Three Martyrs at the Advent of the Republic
The year 1911 corresponds to the Hsin-hai year on the Chinese lunar calendar. The revolution that overthrew the Ch'ing regime and established a democracy is, therefore, also known as the Hsin-hai Revolution. The success of the Hsin-hai Revolution w as not just due 'to chance, but the result of many patriotic young people sacrificing- their lives.
At 8 o'clock on the morning of the Wuchang uprising, three brave men were executed at the outer gate of the governor-general's mansion. Their names were P'cng Ch'u-fan, Liu Yao-ch'eng and Yang Hung-shcng. On the morning of October 9th, after the explosion occurred at the home of Sun Wu in Hankow, the revolutionaries' name roster was seized. Teng Yu-lin quickly crossed the river to Wuchang and reported the details of the incident at Sun Wu's residence to general headquarters. That evening at 9 p.m., Chiang I-wu, P'eng Ch'u-fan and Liu Yao-ch'eng met at the general headquarters. Suddenly, a large contingent of Ch'ing soldiers surrounded the building, broke down the door and entered. Liu Yao-ch'eng hid in the stairwell and tossed out a bomb. It exploded violently and he was injured. He and P'eng Ch'u-fan were captured. Chiang I-wu was also caught, but on the way back, he found an opportunity to escape. Before this incident, Yang Hung-sheng was also
apprehended while he was transporting a bomb and carrying messages.
After Governor-general Jui Ch'eng's men took the revolutionary insurgents into custody, hearing's were conducted through the night. The first man tried was P'eng Ch'u-fan.  P'eng's style name was Ch'ing-yun and he was a native of 0-ch'eng in Hupei. He was a military policeman. When the Ch'ing official saw him in uniform and completely unperturbed, he asked him, "Weren't you sent to arrest the revolutionaries?" The Ch'ing official asked him this purposely to cover up for him, but P'eng Chu-fan failed to appreciate this gesture and instead loudly proclaimed that he was a revolutionary. Liu Yao-ch'eng and Yang Hung-sheng also openly acknowledged that they too were revolutionaries and launched into a long tirade against the ineptitude of the Ch'ing regime.

After P'eng, Liu and Yang were executed, Wuhan was enflamed with revolutionary fervor. On October llth, the revolutionary army took Wuchang. Hankow was taken on the 12th, and Hanyang on the 13th. Within three days, the Wuhan tri-city area had fallen into revolutionary hands and the Ch'ing administration's defeat was a forgone conclusion.
