Shih Chien-ju Views Death as a Return Home

In 1900, When Dr. Sun instructed Cheng shih-liang to lead an uprising in Waichow ( Hui-chou ), he also directed Shih Chien-ju to go to Canton and assemble fellow revolutionaries to act as a support unit. Shih Chien-ju’s personal name was Chiu-wei. He was from the district of Fanyu in Kwangtung province. At that time, he was only twenty-two years old.

In Canton Shih Chien-ju secretly contacted a large number of sympathizers. He also decided to sell his family estate to raise funds for the revolution, but because of his eagerness to sell his property, people were suspicious and no one dared buy it at that time. With no money, Shih Chien-ju had no means to maintain the supporters he had assembled. He had no alternative but to gradually let them go. When Cheng Shih-liang launched the revolt, Shih Chien-ju was anxious to provide support, but because he lacked the men and financial resources to do so , he was reduced to plotting the assassination of Te Shou, the governor-general of Kwangtung and Kwangsi provinces. This would be a blow to the Ch’ing army and indirectly help Cheng Shih-liang.

Shih Chien-ju and four cohorts rented a house behind the governor-general’s mansion. At night, they dug a tunnel to the governor-general’s quarters. Then they placed two hundred pounds of explosives in the tunnel and connected a fuse. The explosives failed to ignite on the first attempt, but on the second try, it blew up. Unluckily, the governor-general was merely thrown from his bed to the floor and survived the blast.

Shih Chien-ju was extremely disappointed at his failure to assassinate Te Shou and decided to try again. His companions, however, urged him to leave Canton quickly and temporarily drop out of sight. On his way to the pier where he was to catcha boat to Hong Kong, he was captured by the Ch’ing militia. The soldiers found a piece of paper on his person with the instructions for making explosives written in German. They summoned the landlord to come and identify him. Shih Chien-ju’s plot to assassinate Te Shou was verified and he was beheaded. Up to the moment of his execution, he never blanched.

Fellow compatriots all over the world felt deep sorrow at Shih Chien-ju’s death. He was the first revolutionary in the history of the Chinese revolution to sacrifice himself in an attempt to assassinate a Ch’ing official.

