CVen Chi-mei Reclaims Shanghai

After the Wuchang uprising- erupted, revolutionaries all over the country from every province responded and pressed their local governments and the military to declare their independence of the Ch'ing empire and support the revolution. The reclamation of Shanghai on November 3rd was one of the most important actions and was accomplished by a revolutionary hero named Ch'en Ch'i-mei. 

Ch'en Ch'i-mei's style name was Ying-shih. He was a native of the Wu-hsing district of Chekiang province. As a child, he was very quick-witted and clearly demonstrated his cleverness and talent. Upon reaching adulthood, he went to study police law and military affairs in Japan. When the United League was set up, he promptly joined and began to devote more of his energy to the revolutionary cause. He was invited to go to Hong Kong to participate in the planning for the April 27th uprising in Canton. When the uprising failed, he went into hiding in Shanghai and supervised revolutionary activity in the Yangtze River valley area.
Although the revolutionary forces had taken control of the Wuhan tri-city area following the Wuchang uprising, the Ch'ing government sent a large military force south. The revolutionaries' situation was extremely precarious, and urgent cables were sent to fellow revolutionaries in every province to rally to help them disperse the Ch'ing troops. At that time, Ch'en Ch'i-mei was in Shanghai and led his men in an assault on the Chiang-nan manufacturing district. After securing the district, they proceeded to attack the Post Office of the Directorate General and the Shanghai telegraph office. The entire city of Shanghai fell into the hands of the revolutionaries.
On November 1st, Ch'ing troops recaptured Hankow and the revolutionary army suffered a setback. Two days later, however, Ch'eng Ch'i-mei took Shanghai, which made up for the loss of Hankow and boosted the revolutionary soldiers' morale. Shanghai was a large cosmopolitan city. After it was taken, half of the country turned toward the revolutionary camp. The revolutionaries made Shanghai their base of operations, took Nanking, and consolidated the glorious victory of the Hsin-hai revolt.
After the republic was established, Ch'en Ch'i-mei continued to follow Dr. Sun. After Yuan Shih-Rai's ambition to become emperor was revealed, Ch'en Ch'i-mei supervised the effort to supress Yuan Shih-k'ai in Shanghai. Yuan Shih-k'ai particularly feared him and is patched an assassin to get rid of him. He was forty when he died at the hands of the assassin. His death was a great loss to the revolution.
