After the Sian Incident, the campaign against the communists was disrupted.
However, the whole country was fully supportive of Chairman Chiang's leadership and
committed to infrastructure development. Fearing China was getting stronger, Japan
launched an attack on China's northern provinces, triggering the Sino-Japanese War.

On July 7, 1937, Japan was conducting illegal military exercises at the Marco Polo
Bridge near Wanping county (south west of Peking). They mobilized a very noticeable
number of troops, weapons, and vehicles. Because one soldier was missing, the
Japanese commanders insisted on searching Wanping county. Further, the Japanese
insisted that Chinese troops withdraw. They planned to occupy Wanping County with
this maneuver as part of asserting control over all of northern China.

The missing soldier was later found and safely returned. Yet the Japanese army
continued a hardline attitude, and insisted on entering into Wanping county. The
Japanese launched a full-scale attack after firing the first shot. Chinese forces on the
spot saw the Japanese action and, moved by nationalistic fervor and unable to show
forbearance any longer, fought back vigorously. On July 17, Chairman Chiang made
an official statement at Lushan that China would go to war with Japan. Thus the
 incident at Marco Polo Bridge, also called the "July 7 Incident," was the trigger of 

full-scale war.

The curtain of the Sino-Japanese War was finally raised. The July 7 Incident 

unified all Chinese to resist the foreign insult. China entered into an eight-year-long 

marathon struggle and played a significant role in World War II. China meanwhile 

became one of the most important countries in the world, and was to attract the world's constant attention.

