The First Revolutionary Uprising
The 1895 Canton uprising was the first of ten uprising led by Dr. Sun. Even though it failed, its influence was deep and far-reaching.

After 1894 when the Revive China Society was created in Honolulu, Dr. Sun harbored the ambition to expand the revolutionary organization in Hong Kong. In February of the following year, he set up an administrative committee for the Revive China Society in Hong Kong. The committee decided to raise troops to launch the revolution. They planned to attack Canton first and make it their base of operations. At that time, in addition to Dr. Sun, the leaders of the administrative committee included Yang Chu-yun and Cheng Shih-liang. After dividing the work among themselves, Dr. Sun went to Kwangtung to make clandestine arrangements for the uprising. Yang Chu-yun remained in Hong Kong, taking responsibility for providing money, food, and arms. Cheng Shih-liang was to make contacts with the local toughs and secret societies in Canton. Together, they would rise up and rebel against the Ch’ing governmet.

After more than five months of preparations, October 26 was set as the date of the uprising. The 26th was chosen because it was the day of the Double Ninth Festival and many people would be traveling, making it easier for the revolutionary army to hide its movements. They had agreed that on the night before the Double Ninth Festival, Yang Chu-yun would bring three thousand members of the Three Points Society, along with seven cases of weapons and ammunition, on a night boat from Hong Kong to Canton where they would assemble.

On the morning scheduled for the uprising, every unit of the revolutionary army gathered in Canton and waited for the order to attack. Seething wit passion, they were all ready to die for the cause and win a great victory for the revolution. Unexpectedly, however, Yang Chu-yundid not arrive with the weapons at 8 o’clock and instead sent a telegram asking for a two-day postponement of the uprising. Everyone was extremely disheartened at the news. In Hong Kong, Ch’ing government spies had heard rumors of Dr. Sun’s planned uprising and quickly sent telegrams to the governor-general of Kwangtung and Kwangsi provinces, who dispatched men to hunt down the revolutionaries. Lu Hao-tung and four others were arrested by the Ch’ing army. This was Dr. Sun’s first aborted uprising. He was thirty years old.
