During the ten-year period between the completion of the Northern Expedition in
1928 and the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937, domestic conflicts constantly
arose; yet overall, during this decade the spiritual as well as physical living conditions of
the populace were greatly improved. Importantly, this also provided the basis for
victory over Japan in the War of Resistance Against Japan. Because of this, this ten-
year period has come to be known in modern Chinese history as "the Golden Decade."

Major economic achievements during these ten years included centralization of
monetary policy, use of paper currency, strengthening of fiscal policy and taxation, and
regaining of customs control. Meanwhile, the government was seeking help from the
League of Nations in infrastructure development. Further, the social order was
restored to help maintain social stability so that the populace could focus on economic
development.

There were many successes in the realms of politics, military affairs and education.
Politically, the "Period of Tutelage," which aimed to train the people about their
democratic rights and obligations to build up a basis for the launching of constitutional
democracy, was initiated. In military affairs, a conscription system was introduced and
national defense industries were established to secure the foundations for national
defense. In terms of education, emphasis was placed on practical training and the
development of technically skilled personnel; great improvements were made in both
the availability and quality of education.

Despite constant aggression by foreign powers and domestic rebellion by
communists and warlords, the government, with only limited resources, strove to
proceed with various infrastructure development projects. This was quite an
achievement and it was this foundation that helped sustain the people during the eight-
year-long Sino-Japanese war.

