Huang K'e-ch'iang and Ch’ao Po-hsien

Huang K'e-ch'iang was Huang Hsing's style name. Chao Sheng's style name was Chao Po-hsien. Chinese people customarily show respect for a person by addressing him with his style name. Hunag K'e-ch'iang and Chao Po-hsien were the masterminds behind the April 27th uprising- in Canton.

Huang K'e-ch'iang was a native of Shan-hua in Hunan province. Even as a child, he was reticent and sober in temperament. He excelled in school and, at the age of twenty, passed the examination for "scholars of fine talent.   Later, he also received a modern education and was sent by the Hunan administrative authorities to study at a normal university in Japan. In Japan, he studied western academic subjects and began to see clearly the muddled confusion and ineptitude of the Ch'ing government. As a result, he decided to dedicate himself to the revolution and the overthrow of Ch'ing rule. In 1903, he returned to China and set up the China Revival Society, the first revolutionary organization established in Hunan.

The China Revival Society planned an uprising to take place on November 16, 1904, coinciding with the seventieth birthday of the Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi. Communication leaks, however, led the governor of Hunan to issue an order for Huang K'e-ch'iang's arrest, whereupon he fled to Japan. There, he met Dr. Sun and joined the United League. He was to become the greatest practical strategist of the revolutionary movement.

Chao Po-hsien was a native of Tan-tu in Kiangsu province. He grew up in a literary environment and passed the examination for "scholars of fine talent" at the age of seventeen. He had grand ambitions and knew that to save his country he must begin with a knowledge of warfare. Consequently, he abandoned literature for military studies and passed the Naval Academy entrance examination. Later, he heard that most of his revolutionary compatriots were gathering in Japan so he went to Japan to study and became acquainted with many zealously enthusiastic young people. When he returned to China, he joined the Ch'ing army with the intention of propagating revolutionary ideas. He was subsequently discovered by the Ch'ing authorities and forced to flee overseas.

The April 27th uprising in Canton was to have been led by Chao Po-hsien. This was because he had the best military training of any of his fellow revolutionaries, but on the date of the uprising, he was in Hong Kong, unable to get to Canton, and had to be replaced by Huang K'e-ch'iang. After it was over, Chao Po-hsien arrived as soon as he could. When he met Huang K'e-ch'iang, they both bent their heads and wept. 

Not long afterward, Chao Po-hsien was so overcome with grief that he succumbed to illness and died at the young age of thirty-one. On his deathbed, he recited over and over again a line from one of Tu Fu's poems: "Off to battle without winning a victory, I die. Forevermore, this will make bold men dampen their lapels with tears." Truly a tragic end.
