The Hsin Hai Revolution overthrew the corrupt Ch'ing government and made the
Republic of China the first democracy in Asia. However, democracy itself did not bear
sweet fruit immediately. Still at a politically unstable stage, political parties and
movements succeeded one another with great rapidity. Dr. Sun suffered repeated
setbacks; one reason is that the revolution lacked a well-disciplined military force with a
guiding ideology.  The country suffered from disintegration and partitioning by regional warlords.

In 1920, in the midst of heavy fighting among warlords, Dr. Sun ordered General
Chen Chiung-ming to put down the upheaval and retake Canton. Just as Dr. Sun was
devoting himself to making plans for governing the nation and reorganizing the
revolutionary forces, Chen, however, was wavering, himself tempted to rebel, and he
actually fired at the Presidential Palace on Mount Kwanyin. Dr. Sun personally led
naval forces in two months of bitter fighting. However, as Dr. Sun's forces were
hopelessly outnumbered, he was forced to retreat to a warship called the Yung Feng.
Hearing the news, Mr. Chiang Kai-shek rushed to Dr. Sun's rescue. The two men
looked after each other, and Dr. Sun said, "Having Chiang Kai-shek here alone is like
having 20,000 reinforcements." Later, Dr. Sun was escorted to a safer place by Mr.
Chiang. This was called the "Yung Feng Incident."

It is said that men's true loyalties are only seen in times of danger. Dr. Sun
entrusted more important duties to Mr. Chiang, and wrote in a foreword to the book
"President Sun in Peril in Canton" that "Kai-shek came to Canton when it was most
dangerous, sharing the risks along with our heroic sailors." Dr. Sun was thus assured
that Chiang was the man to be trusted with the important missions for the revolution.

Chen Chiung-ming's betrayal was a hard blow to Dr. Sun, but it further
strengthened Dr. Sun's determination to defend the nation from any sort of destruction.
He was also convinced of the importance of building a strong military force to save the
country. Thus, his idea of establishing the Whampoa Military Academy started to take
shape.
